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In my talk, I will briefly share some memories about the important role played by prof. Ruffini in some of the
most important stages and scientific experiences of my career. I will speak about the time of when I was a
master student in prof. Ruffini’s group at La Sapienza first, and then as a PhD student in the Erasmus Mundus
program. Finally, I will spend some words about the concept of irreducible mass of black holes formulated by
Christodoulou-Ruffini and its relationship to my latest paper “Understanding Gravitational Entropy of Black
Holes: A New Proposal via Curvature Invariants”, PRD 105 (2022) 104017.
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